
Party on artliP street
Thirty-two members of the class of 1966 gathered to celebrate themselves!

VillisCa, ioWa

Reunion
Special
Edition

InTermITTenTly acTIve

summer 2011            Vol. 35 no. 11

	 The vHS class of 1966 
held its 45th year class reunion 
during villisca’s 2011 Heritage 
Days weekend, the ninth time 
the class had gathered to cele-
brate its journey through villis-
ca’s public schools.  There were 
67 graduates in 1966; seven 
have attended all nine reunions.  
 On Friday evening, about 
20 class members gathered 
at the american legion club 
for a pre-reunion warm-up. 
They were joined by spouses, 
friends and one former class-
mate, ross Griffith of corn-
ing, who left villisca’s schools 
before the class graduated.  
 On Saturday evening, 32 
classmates met at the home of 
Buzz and elaine artlip in villis-

Left to right, Front row: Carolyn Everett, Susan Wheeler Smith, Ann White Bennett, Christina Delaney Gray, Judy Skahill Casey, Helen Brannan Miller; 2nd 
row: Marilyn Greenfield Gridley, Linda Johnson, Jacque Gray Johnson Vokt, Norma Means Garland—Class Secretary, Jan Stein Peterson, Linda Artlip 
Weinstein, Lynn Fisher Conner; 3rd row: Judy Long Stacy, Cheryl Marsh TenEyck, Linda Fryer Gourley, Bev Wagaman Boe, Donald Schenck; 4th row: Steve 
Hatfield, Dan Johnson—Class President, Barb Johnson Roberts, Alan Gridley, Bill Bangston, Bob Frey, Fred Gourley; Top row: Dennis Cooney, Joe Shipley, 
Doug Bloom, Clark Moritz—Class Treasurer, Larry Fast, Paul Barker—Class Sponsor. Not shown: Dennis Maxwell—Class Vice President

ca, the parents of class member 
linda artlip Weinstein. They 
were joined by three teachers, 
Paul Barker who was a class 
sponsor; marilyn carlson, girls’ 
phys ed teacher; and Dale Spen-
cer, FFa sponsor. 
 Photographs of the three 
school buildings attended 
by the class; composite pho-
tos from elementary school 
through our senior year; letters 
and photographs from class-
mates who could not attend 
the reunion; a touching memo-
rial to the six classmates who 
had passed away; FFa, band, 
and sports memorabilia; and a 
12-minute slideshow produced 
by Bev Wagaman Boe featur-
ing even more photographs 

were among the displays.  
 after a light supper, a class 
meeting was held, chaired by 
Senior class President Dan 
Johnson. Several extempora-
neous speeches, including a 
heartfelt one by Steve Hatfield, 
(see photo on page 2) touched 
on the importance of the friend-
ships forged among classmates 
over the years and the value of 
meeting every five years to re-
new those ties. Fred and Kris 
(Gidley) Gourley reported on 
their day as tourists in villisca 
after Kris (vHS ‘68) partici-
pated in the Heritage Days pa-
rade as a former editor on the 
Save THe vOlcanO float.  
 Prizes were awarded in a 
number of categories, includ-

ing Bluejay Bingo 66, a game 
invented for and played by the 
entire class during the reunion 
and won by chris Delaney 
Gray who finished first. Bluejay 
Bingo grew out of  a suggestion 
by Dennis cooney that we find 
a way to get everyone to talk to 
everyone else. another game, 
name That classmate, was 
based mainly on information 
gained from the survey sent to 
the entire class and returned by 
about half. (Information from 
that survey can be found in this 
issue of the Volcano.)  In addi-
tion,	eight	class	members	vol-
unteered	or	were	volunteered	
to	 serve	 on	 the	 organizing	
committee	for	the	class’s	50th	

Continued on page 2
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 John a. carmichael, age 63, of red 
Oak, vHS class of 1966, died Satur-
day, July 23, 2011, at viking lake State 
Park near Stanton, Iowa. John, who was 
a dedicated 
fisherman, 
apparently 
d r o w n e d 
after falling 
from his 
boat.
 J o h n 
was born 
July 28, 
1947, in 
O m a h a , 
the son of 
John albert 
and evelyn 
(Pitt) car-
m i c h a e l . 
He was raised near Tenville, served in 
the military during vietnam and after 
his service worked for leonard nelson 
construction. He also worked for Oak-
land Beef until joining the Union carbide 
Battery company.where he worked until 
eveready closed the plant in 1996. He 
then was employed by Henry Weld and 
minsa before his most recent employ-
ment with montgomery county roads 
Department. 
 John was a longtime member of the 
villisca vFW. He enjoyed fishing, bicy-
cling, cooking, photography, and tinker-
ing with new technology. 
 Preceding John in death were his par-
ents and his brother, Fred. Survivors in-
clude his wife, Peggy of red Oak; daugh-
ters Jenny clayton and husband matt of 
Wachuka city, arizona, and Julie car-
michael of china; step-son Dino Hayz 
and wife Tina of moline, Illinois; grand-
children Kaitlyn clayton, eli Hayz, and 
atticus Garrison; sister-in-law Sandra 
Guinn of red Oak, Iowa; many nieces, 
nephews,  and other relatives and friends.nelson-Boylan-lerette Funeral chapel is in 

charge of arrangements.To contact his wife, Peggy, write to her at 
1104 n 3rd Street, red Oak, Iowa 51566. 
 John will be missed by his classmates 
who remember him as a good guy who 
always had a big smile for his friends.

John Carmichael, dead at 63,
victim of apparent drowning

class	reunion	 in	2016,	much	to	the	relief	
of	the	reunion	planning	committee	for	the	
45th!
	 A	report	on	the	class’s	financial	sta-
tus	 by	 Norma	 Means	 Garland	 led	 to	 a	
spontaneous	free-will	collection	that	net-
ted	more	than	$300	for	the	class	treasury.		
	 The	 class	 gave	 $50	 to	 sponsor	 in	
honor	of	 its	 reunion	 a	hole	 at	 the	VAFA	
Golf	 Tournament	 on	 Sunday.	 In	 addi-
tion,	 the	 class	 donated	 another	 $50	

to	 VAFA	 in	 memory	 of	 class	 spon-
sor	 Kim	 Smith	 who	 died	 in	 2002.		
	 The	official	class	photo	was	taken,	fi-
nally,	by	Ed	Peterson,	VHS	’69,	after	about	
20	 tries.	 The	 earlier	 failures,	 in	 each	 of	
which	more	than	half	of	 the	class	mem-
bers	did	not	look	at	the	camera,	were	not	
his	fault.	
	 Ed	generously	donated	his	time	and	
skills	 to	 photographing	 the	 entire	 re-
union	weekend	for	us.	We	thank	him.	

WE REMEMBER —We had lost six members of our graduating class at the time of our 
45th reunion and this memorial table was our way of honoring their memories.

reunion rounduP, continued from page 1

WE FEEL STRONGLY—Steve explains why our reunions are so important to him.

JOHn
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all about our Class
at least the ones who responded to the rr survey

 The roving reporter asked a series 
of questions of each member of our class, 
and of some folks who didn’t graduate 
with  us too. We got responses from thirty 
classmates, two former classmates and one 
teacher, although G. mcvicker promised to 
send his survey back but didn’t. We’ll  take 
that up with him at a later date! (Geez. If you 
can’t trust the coach, whom can you trust?)
 anyway, we thought it might be inter-
esting to see how we’re alike or not, what 
we remember or don’t, who we liked or 
didn’t.  you be the judge.
 Of the 32 responses, the vast majority 
of us are currently married. There are 27 of 
the 32 who reported themselves to be mar-
ried; 3 who said they are single; and 2 who 
are divorced. We didn’t ask how many times 
folks had been married, but we know one of  
our classmates is a true believer in matrimo-
ny, having committed it several times! you 
go, guy.
 The roving reporter also asked about 
children and grandchildren. as it turns out, 
we’re pretty normal for americans our age. 
On average, we have about 2.1 kids and 4.1 
grandkids. There are some of our classmates 
who skew the average by having no children 
or by having 4;  just as some of us have a 
whole bunch of grandkids and some have 
even gone so far to have several great grand-
kids. Some of the classmates report their 
“steps” as their own, and who are we to say 
differently?
 another question that elicited enthu-
siastic response was the one about retire-
ment. although rr asked if you had retired 
or were still working, two respondents said 
they were semi-retired. eleven reported they 

were retired and they seemed pretty darned 
pleased by that status! That leaves 19 of us 
out of the 32 who still go to work most days. 
and many of those 19 say they never want 
to retire. God Bless Them. The rr is look-
ing forward to retirement!
 another category of interest shows that 
Iowans really do embrace education. Of the 
32 surveyed, 19 attended college and 9 at-
tended a trade school or earned certificates 
and/or licenses. That’s a huge percentage 
and one our teachers would be proud of.
 as far as our favorite song from 1966, 
we don’t have one. Those answers were all 
over the charts. Some reported they liked 
‘em all; others said anything by the Beatles 
or the Beach Boys; yet others did claim to 
have a favorite, but only one of them du-
plicated any other classmate’s favorite. We 
were an eclectic bunch when it came to our 
music, apparently.
 Our favorite memory from high school 
is similar; very personal and all over the 
place. There was only one event that stood 
out in several classmates’ memories and that 
was (ahem) the apparent flower napping that 
took place as we decorated for the junior 
prom. Several classmates look back at that 
as a highlight of high school. and yet, all 
of those who participated seem to be fine, 
upstanding citizens these days. Otherwise, 
we enjoyed an FFa fishing trip to canada, 
participating in the Babes in Toyland pro-
duction, basketball, graduation, attending 
football games, riding motorcycles, lunch-
ing at Honeyman’s, and hanging out with 
our buddies. 
 most of us have stayed put, living in 
Iowa, nebraska, Illinois and missouri. But 

name that Classmate
 There were some interesting facts and 
startling information in the survey respons-
es.  See if you can guess which classmates 
is the subject of each of the following.

1. Who participated in a water show as 
the topmost performer in a 5-person 
water skiing pyramid? 

2. Who is our only national and interna-
tional weight-lifting champion? 

3. Who collects and restores antique elec-
tric desk fans? 

4. Who was the acting first lady of her state 
because her husband was acting Gover-
nor for several days? 

5. Who has the youngest child? 
6. Who has the most grandchildren?
7. Who is the only classmate who has a 

medical degree? 
8. name the female classmate who is an at-

torney. 
9. name our very own jet pilot. 

10. Which classmate was the president of an 
Iowa state-wide organization?

11. Which classmate wrote a 460-page book 
available on amazon.com? 

12. Who taught school “Down Under?” 
13. Who is our class’s published poet? 
14. Who is our class’s skeet shooter? 
15. Which classmate has been skydiving?
16. and finally, who is the last person from 

our class you would have expected to 
become an usher at his church?

some of us, mostly the guys courtesy of the 
military, have lived all over the world.  John 
Fengel appears to be our most cosmopoli-
tan classmate having lived and worked in 8 
states and 5 countries.
 and finally, we come to the category of 
favorite teachers. again, not much consen-
sus on this topic either. not every responder 
answered and some answered with more 
than one name, so the individual categories 
aren’t going to add up to 32, so you math 
whizzes, give the rr a break here. 

Favorite high school teacher
mcvicker, 4
Burrish, mason, Grasmick, Spencer, 3
Guffey, Barker, Herring, 2
Smith, Bishop and englebert, 1

Favorite Junior high school teacher
   Guffey, 10
   nelson, 5 (if he’s the 
  White rat, that is)
   else, 3
   Bailey, 2
   Best, 1

Favorite elementary school teacher
Gray, 4
Wheeler, 2
Posten, Good, Grimit, Guffey, ewing, Bai-
ley, Folman, Wright, 1.
 Unless someone is confused, the late Ber-
niece Guffey apparently is our favorite teacher, 
getting votes in each of the categories.  
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the Class With many lindas
 Four of the ten members of the vHS 
class of 1966 named linda attended the 
45th reunion with distance not seeming to 
be a problem as they came from new Jer-
sey, california, arkansas and Oskaloosa to 
attend the gathering.    
 From left are linda artlip Weinstein, 
linda Johnson, linda (lynn) Fisher con-
ner, and linda Fryer Gourley, The six oth-
ers, who did not attend the reunion, were 
linda Bales, linda Garey, linda robin-
son, linda Taylor, and linda Weaver. lin-
da Kendrick Heard passed away in 2010.
 as one of our classmates put it, “looks 
like you had a linda shortage this year!”

50th year reunion 
Committee named

 eight volunteers will lead the planning 
for the class of ’66’s 50th year reunion.
 classmates either volunteered or 
were volunteered during the class meet-
ing at the reunion. norma means Garland, 
larry Fast, lynn Fisher conner, Jacque 
Gray Johnson-vokt, Beverly Wagaman 
Boe, Helen Brannan miller, Sue Wheeler 
Smith, and cheryl marsh Teneyck. If you 
have any suggestions, let chairman lynn 
conner know at lynn.conner@ymail.com.

she’s deVilish For sure
 Several local classmates were asked to 
bring a dessert to the reunion as all of the 
other food was being catered. chris Delaney 
Gray didn’t want to bring a dessert so she 
deviled five dozen eggs instead! That’s a lot 
of deviling, chris. (They were delish too!)

AT THE LEGION—About 20 classmates, their spouses, and friends gathered at the Amer-
ican Legion Club on Friday night for a pre-reunion get together. Here Judy Skahill Casey 
and Fred Gourley chat with former classmate Ross Griffith.  

OFFICERS AND A GENTLEMAN—From left: Norma Means Garland, secretary; Clark 
Moritz, treasurer; and Dan Johnson, president. In front, Paul Barker, class sponsor. 
Missing from the photo is Dennis Maxwell, vice president, who was at his family reunion 
and arrived at ours after we’d lost the light and our photographer!

MOVIE TIME—Crowds gathered at the Artlip Cineplex to watch the 12 minute slide 
show Bev Wagaman Boe produced using photos from the Facebook group collection, her 
personal photographs, and class photos culled from Linda Kendrick Heard’s albums. 
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nOTeS
• an informal survey led to name tags 

for all. respondents claimed to be 
concerned about their spouses. Sure.

•  larry Fast gladly brought his FFa 
jacket to display with the other mem-
orabilia when he found out it was just 
to be displayed, not worn! It looked 
good next to Jan’s FFa Sweetheart 
jacket and the band uniform.

 • Helen Brannan miller and Jan Stein 
Peterson, Volcano managers in our 
senior year,  represented our class on 
the Save THe vOlcanO float in 
the Heritage Days parade. 

SIGN OF THE TIMES—You can’t say they weren’t warned we were on our way. The 
Tenville garage door sign, widely known because of the Facebook group Honk for Ten-
ville, made it perfectly clear, thanks to Norma’s son and his family who update the sign.

 TROuBLE REGISTRATION MINNESOTANS BINGO!

FuN AT THE LEGION


